President’s Q3 Report
September 30, 2026
 
Dear FDBA Members & Supporters,
 
President Rose here.
 
As autumn begins, I wish you a wonderful season filled with new opportunities and fresh perspectives. I am grateful for your continued support of our DeafBlind and ProTactile community.
 
Autumn reminds us of the importance of staying grounded and embracing the support of those around us. Your dedication means the world to FDBA!
 
May this season bring you warmth, joy, and many meaningful moments of connection.
 
Last month, Secretary Jesse and I traveled to The Villages to support Theresa Wells as she hosted the Carble Tournament, which raised an impressive $1,225.00! We had the pleasure of meeting so many wonderful, supportive DHHST members, and the refreshments were delicious. A huge thank-you to the entire DHHST team and Theresa for everything you do—and special appreciation to the two generous winners who donated their cash prizes back to FDBA! Everyone went home very happy! I also enjoyed learning how to promote and support DeafBlind individuals’ autonomy!
 
I am thrilled to announce our new monthly PT Vibes gathering at Starbucks, located at 2280 N. Courtenay Parkway, Merritt Island, FL 32953

Join us on the first Saturday of every month from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.

Jesse and I had a wonderful time connecting with both new and longtime DeafBlind friends. A special thank-you to Melissa Doty for representing PT Vibes! I will be there again on Saturday, October 3, to show my support.
 
Everyone, please spread the word and invite your DeafBlind friends and family!
 
I have also moved PT Vibes of Jacksonville from Starbucks to Happy Brew, located at 3200 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207. I absolutely love this location, especially its ProTactile (PT) Zone!
 
Exciting news! FDBA's Election Day is coming up on Saturday, February 20, 2027, in Brandon (Tampa area), Florida!
 
Are you excited to get involved and make a difference?
 
We are seeking candidates for the following positions on FDBA's Board of Directors: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Members-at-Large.
 
We encourage eligible members to consider running for a position and getting involved in FDBA's future!
 
I have officially appointed Bapin Bhattacharyya as our Election Chairperson. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else, please reach out to him directly at bapintechguru@gmail.com.
 
Best of luck to all the eligible candidates!
 
The Board of Directors is delighted to announce the adoption of our newly revised and improved bylaws! All 30 DeafBlind members who voted approved them, with a unanimous vote of 30–0!
 
A heartfelt thank-you to all DeafBlind members for your support and dedication throughout this process!
 
The official bylaws are now available on the FDBA website. We have also saved the converted and simplified versions of the bylaws for our records. Please visit https://fldeafblind.org/join.html
 
I had the pleasure of serving as a ProTactile (PT) coach for PT Play! We held a rehearsal at a DeafBlind member’s home, and all four cast members did an amazing job!
 
I helped coach the cast to ensure that everything followed ProTactile principles throughout the performance. We had so much fun working together, and we have just one more rehearsal to go!
 
UNBELIEVABLE! PT Play is officially SOLD OUT and incredibly popular! We can’t wait to hear about your experience!

Only five more weeks until the event begins, and just TWO museum tickets remain! WOW!

Of course, many DB guests and CN guests already signed up! Come and join us in St. Augustine, the oldest city in the USA.  I cannot wait! 
 
STOMP, STOMP, STOMP!!!
 
For more information about our Breezin’ PT Week 2026, please visit https://fldeafblind.org/breezin-pt-week.html 
 
FDBA State Conference 2027—are you ready for the FDBA State Conference at Drury Plaza Hotel in Tampa/Brandon? I am stoked! Save the date: February 18-21, 2027.  Here the group rate is $169 per night including free breakfast, 5:30 Kickback (popcorn & soda, dinner, and drinks), parking, and Wi-Fi. 
 
For more information, please visit https://fldeafblind.org/events.html 
 
Please also register if you plan to attend or not .  Please visit https://form.jotform.com/260547006196053 
 
We’re switching gears with the CN bill, we had been planning to form a nonprofit organization to raise awareness and funding to support DeafBlinds’ rights to navigate and interact with people.  I am very excited to share a new nonprofit organization… DeafBlind Voyage & Touch Adventures to educate people and amend a new ADA bill that will support all CN bills automatically.
 
Please visit https://dbvta.org and share your thoughts.
 
A special thanks to Theresa Wells for creating this beautiful website! Working alongside you has been incredible, and the teamwork between you, Jesse, and me truly made this project a success. 
 
Mission Accomplished for FDBA & DBVTA! Way to go!
 
In addition, I would LOVE for FDBA members and supporters to volunteer and help assist with our fundraising programs. Your support means a great deal to FDBA. Please email me if you have any ideas for raising money this year. It would be greatly appreciated!
 
Our FDBA Motto: “You make the difference! Together we make an amazing difference!” ~Rose
 
Respectfully yours,
Lara “Rose” Wall
FDBA President
